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TO: The Honorable Condoleeza Rice
The Honorable Colin Powell

FROM: Donald Rumsfeld

SUBJECT: Khobar Towers and USS Cole

Attached are some quotes on what the United States said it would do if and when
we learn what happened with respect to Khobar Towers and/or the USS Cole.

I thought you might want to have these public pronouncements in mind.
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SUBJECT: Post-Terrorist Event Statements Information Paper

PURPOSE: To answer SECDEF questions on post-terrorist event statements

DISCUSSION: Attached are background status summaries and representative quotations
by the President and the Secretary of Defense following the terrorist actions against
Khobar Towers, two U.S. Embassies in East Africa, and the USS Cole. Statements have
been consistent and have emphasized that "we will investigate and bring those
responsible for terrorist acts to justice."
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Khobar Towers June 1996

BACKGROUND: Still an open case. Saudi authorities are holding several suspects they believe
to be perpetrators of the bombings. The FBI is working the action with Saudi authorities, but has
not received access to suspects.

QUOTATIONS:

POTUS - 6/25/96 "The cowards who committed this murderous act must not go unpunished.
We are ready to work with them (the Saudi authorities) to make sure those responsible are

brought to justice. .. . Let me say again: We will pursue this. America takes care of our own.
Those who did it must not go unpunished," 6/29196 Radio Address following G7 summit "1 '11
do everything in my power to discover who's responsible, to pursue them and to punish them....
We have adopted specific recommendations to combat crime and terrorism."

SECDEF Perry - 6/29/96 news conference after touring the blast site and meeting with U.S.
troops in Dhahran - "This attack will not drive us away. To give in would be to betray the brave
airmen who died in Dhahran and their families." "military presence is vital to the United
States' and Saudi security, so we are going to stay.... We will not be intimidated by terrorists or
by rogue nations."

Embassy Bombings in East Africa - 8/17/98 (U.S. strikes on Afghanistan / Sudan occurred
on 8/20/98)

BACKGROUND: Four suspects who were apprehended and extradited to the U.S. are being
tried in the Southern District of New York. The trial began on January 3, 2001. Three others
who have been indicted are still being held in London. A number of others, to include Bin
Ladin, are still at large. There was no public statement prior to our "pre-emptive" strikes against
terrorist facilities in Sudan and Afghanistan. These strikes were not characterized as retaliatory,
but as self-defense against imminent terrorist plots.

QUOTATIONS:

POTUS 8/20/98 - "Let our actions today send this message loud and clear -- there are no
expendable American targets. . . . There will be no sanctuary for terrorists. We will defend our
people, our interests and our values. . . . The United States does not take this action lightly.
Afghanistan and Sudan have been warned for years to stop harboring and supporting these
terrorist groups. The countries that persistently host terrorists have no right to be safe havens." V'

SECDEF Cohen 8/20/98 (The goal of the strikes was to disrupt and attempt to destroy the
suspected training and support facilities used to train) "hundreds, if not thousands, of terrorists.

We recognize these strikes will not eliminate the problem, but our message is clear. There
will be no sanctuary for terrorists and no limit to our resolve to defend American citizens and our
interests -- our ideals of democracy and law -- against these cowardly attacks."
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SECDEF Cohen 8/21/98 (Further military strikes against suspected terrorist targets in other
countries are) "always a possibility. . .. We have contingency plans that we are developing, and
there may be more in the future."

USS Cole October 2000

BACKGROUND: Yemeni and U.S. authorities are still investigating. The government of
Yemen is holding a number of suspects pending trial in Yemeni court. The FBI is working with
the government of Yemen regarding FBI access to the suspects and to maintain the integrity of
any indictment the U.S. might bring against them in the future.

QUOTATIONS:

Candidate Bush - 10/12/00 - the Clinton administration must "fmd out the facts" so that the U.S.
can take appropriate steps. "There must be a consequence."

POTUS 1 0/12/00 "We will find out who is responsible and hold them. accountable."
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SECDEF Cohen 1 0/12/00 "No one should assume they can attack us with impunity." "If, as
it appears, that this was the act of terrorists, then we will certainly do everything in our power to
track them down and hold them accountable."

SECDEF Cohen 10/31/00 "We're going to hold them accountable, and we're going to track
them down, and we're going to see that justice is done."

SECDEF Cohen 1/9/01 "We have a full range of options available. I wouldn't specify
militar' as being the first or the only. There are other options available as well, and in addition
to criminal prosecution, diplomatic action, economic measures that can be taken as well as
potentially military. But we first have to make sure that we have the right person or persons and
organizations responsible for the attack before any action is taken. We also have the right, of
course, to take preemptive action to prevent future actions from being direct terrorist actions
from being leveled at our people. But I wouldn't say that military is the only option. It is one of
many options available."
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